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himself at Palma, in Mallorca, to offer to the general a place on
the list of candidates for Madrid, with the promise of reserv-
ing for him another place in one of the provinces in order to
assure his election. This time Franco did not hesitate. He
appreciated the offer but did not accept it. It was by now his
firm purpose to stay out of politics.
At that time the general was studying with great interest
the landing of James the Conqueror at Mallorca and the
conquest of the island by the Aragonese monarch. It was a
grand theme for a discussion on strategy, which obsessed
him to such an extent that often he would start the subject
among his friends and companions in order to discuss the
event, considering it under present-day conditions. Would
it be possible to conquer the Balearics to-day with modern
defences? The islands continued to be the seduction of the
Mediterranean, the brooch of diamonds on the kingly mantle
of the azure sea. They were visited by a veritable invasion of
tourists who felt a strange curiosity to know the secrets of its
shores and to photograph its jutting cliffs.
From historical study Franco went on to examine the
reality before his eyes. The Balearics were without defence.
The artillery at the Mahon Base was inadequate, for the con-
cussion of the pieces of high calibre rendered useless the light
batteries. And the government had entrusted the defence of
the Mahon Base to an officer well qualified by his loyalty to
Azafia but unqualified as a technician.
Franco worked out a complete plan of defence, devoting
himself to this task with the same intelligence and interest
which he placed in his work for Spain. With his staff of
officers he examined the entire coast-line, selecting the sites
most appropriate to organize the defence of the island. How
many days were spent on foot and on horseback, over
mountains and unknown pathless places in the interests of
the Mallorcans!